A QUEER CONTROVERSY.

Maine Farmers Disputing Over the
Skunk's Rat Catching Ability.

Tournaments Have Been Held by

Jtdfg,'bm held, and though every one

fused to declore the skunk the winner,
and appointed a tljind trial, which came
off in Randglph early in November.
Ten tame white mice wers turned
loose in a-tightly fenced area two rods
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chronie, complicated cases which doctors
er hopeless. It is.the onl

the practical results which he prom-
ises. Mr., Duffy asserts that he discov-
ereil the long lost art of producing
Damascug steel, and also the ancient
method of hardening copper aud brass,

Ten years has the “Michiasport Wiz-

WILLGROW KAFFIR CORN

A Now Plan to Fertilize tho Arid
Rogions of the West.

New Mills Wil Have to Be Put Up
to Grind the Corn=It Makes u
¥onr Filner Than That

Kaffir, it is claimed, flourishes

grinding them there is little waste, on
aecount of the thinness of the hull. A
bushel of the grain weighs 60 pounds,
the same as wheat, but when ground it
requires six or seven pounds more of
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The mystery of the tyo Womack
checks, which played such a counspicu-
ous part in fue dbuwibs investigntion,
bas been solved, The grand jury of
the Hustings Court of hiehmond had
before them Mr. Gieer Baughn aun,
who turned over the two checks given

witness s,
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1000 signntures 1o their petitions, and
l we woagzered £5,000 that a skunk ean-
ot eateh o mouse, and offered a reward
m' £ o any manwho ever saw a fox
kill a «komk. From the present indica~
tions the controversy pmmmen 1o be-
come one of the issues in the political
compaign of 1898 —N. Y, Sun,

- Fixing Him Out,

Hunston—1'd like to go shooting to-
mortaw, if T could only get a dog that
was well trained.

Efhel—Oh! T'I let you take Dottie,
them! &he ean stand on her head, and
ghake hands, and play dead, and say her
prayers, and do lots of things!—TI'uck.

allnst as a Distributing Agency.
Ballogt is the first of the distribu-
ion methods which may be eombined
under the head of “agency of man." The
tischarge of earth ballast by vessels
coming from abroad has been a notable
menns of distribution of plants by seed.

We have just seen hw mnyseednmay ?

phin and Cineinnati, The turtles were
all eaught in’ Muaskegon river, near the
Lead of the lake. The river for miles
up is infested with turtles in sueh num-
bers that the supply may almost be said
to be unlimited. They grow and thrive
there in the most flourishing manner.
In warm weather they are aetive and
can readily be caught by those who
know how to do’it. Turtles are in good
demand in the large cities by restour-
ants and hotels, which use them for
making ferrapine They are handled

and ﬁhip]:l'l] in strong sneks, nnd those
received bere have welghed from four
to forty paunda cach, the avorage being
from 15 to 20 pounds.—N. Y. Times,
ASTORIA,

747 0 e

claims to territory in Africa. One is
actual occupation; ancther is a treaty
with n native chief, conceding terri-
tory; a third is the claim that the occu-
pation of the mouth of a river gives a
right to the country which it waters; a

fourth is the “hinterland” theory, by
which i®= meant that a nation which oe-
cupies a strip of territory on the coast
has a right to the country Iying behind
ite  Of these grounds of elaim, the first
is lJeast likely 10 be comtested; but as
to the others, the eame chicf may give |
concessions to two or three rival na-
tione; op the territory which is claimed
by one becnuse it is watered by o river
the mouth of whieh it contrale may he
claimed by another beeavse it is in the
“hinterland" of territory which it pos-
sesses on the coast.—Youth's Compan-
Jdon.
—_—
A Poonr Dancer,

He (after n waltz)—Do you know, T
could die waltzing,

She (out of breath)—Perhaps you

popu'ation. The State is now well cov-
ered with farms and tanches, there be-
ing little guod land left not under fence.
Ihe products of field ¢, rauches, fictor-
ies and mines duriayg 1897 mmly foots
up #300,000,000, The greatest advance
Jins been in agriculture av dnenttle.

Iin lroad nd factory building has been
slow—less, if anythmg, than ususl. 1’ he
oil prodnet on around C rsicana proves
{hat the State will soon be reconed ns
¢qu ling fome of the Middle States,

Though tne Republman and boltors
newspapers of New York would have
the public believe that every thing is
prosperous there, the State’s ineome 18
#0 reduced that it is proposed even to
tax the deposits in the savings tanks of
the State,  When taxes must be increas-
ed, the pcor are always the sufferers.
Tt is copstitutional to tax their rainy
day's fund, saved from their wages, but
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